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Foreword

Learning vocabulary as the building blocks for communication plays an important
role in foreign and second language learning as it is an essential component of becoming a
fluent foreign language user. Very often vocabulary learning occurs as a product of reading.
While reading, a sentence could be incomprehensible to the readers by the occurrence of a
single unknown word and the learner can consult the dictionary to understand the text.
Through regular reading the learner may remember and recognize some new words he/she
came across in his/her reading. Of course, we all should be aware that no dictionary contains
every word in the language. The sciences, medicine and technology generate a lot of words
that never make it into a dictionary; numerous foreign words that appear in English-language
contexts are left out. A great many words are invented all the time and then they simply
vanish from the record.

This material has been prepared as a guide for using various types of dictionaries with
the aim of increasing foreign/second learners’ vocabulary in English as a foreign/second
language. It is convenient for the learners of different levels of English language and
appropriate to be used in different teaching/learning environments, both in face-to-face and e-
learning.

A guide for using a dictionary is designed to be used by high school teachers in the
field of agriculture and related fields, and agricultural advisors in Serbia. Also, it can be
useful for the current and future students of both agriculture and other fields of science, and
for professionals in other domains.

Printing of the guide is funded by TEMPUS project CaSA Building Capacity of
Serbian Agricultural Education to Link with Society, coordinated by University of Belgrade,
Faculty of Agriculture.

Cagak, 2 February 2016
The author
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1. What is a dictionary?

A dictionary is a "reference source in print or electronic form containing words
usually alphabetically arranged along with information about their forms, pronunciation,
functions, etymologies, meanings, and syntactical and idiomatic uses; a reference book listing
alphabetically terms or names important to a particular subject or activity along with
discussion of their meanings and applications or a reference book listing alphabetically the
words of one language and showing their meanings or translations in another language”
(Merriam-Webster English Online Dictionary).

One of the components of the above definition "arranged in some stated order.....
alphabetical" has been extended to cover other reference books giving information of
different types in alphabetical order and the term dictionary can "apply quite loosely to any
reference work arranged by words or names". (Malkiel, 1967, p. 23). Thus we have

dictionaries of national biography, dictionary of folklore, dictionary of place names, etc.

2. How to use a dictionary?

A dictionary is a useful tool in learning a new language. With a dictionary we can:
» look up the meaning of an English word we see/hear (both monolingual and

bilingual),

look up different meanings the word has,

find the translation of a word in your language/foreign language,

check spelling of the word and find how to pronounce it,

find out whether or not the word is capitalized,

find out whether or not the word is abbreviated,

find out the history of the word,

find out synonyms and antonyms of the word,

find out the part of speech of the word,

find out its plural form,

check past tense of a verb,

find other words derived from the main word,

find out the meanings of important prefixes and suffixes,

find other special uses of the word,

find the register of the word (formal/informal/neutral),
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find the examples of the use of a word in natural language.



In some dictionaries there are sections telling us about foreign words and phrases,

abbreviations, the population of cities and countries.

3. A good dictionary user
To be a good dictionary user, we need to be able to find what we are looking for
quickly. Also, we need to be sure that we have found what we were looking for. Finally, we

need to know when to use your dictionary.

Finding words quickly
This is a skill you need to practice. Ask a colleague or friend to write down 5 words
and see how long it takes you to find them.
Strategies which will save time when you use the dictionary:
= know/use proper alphabetic order perfectly, so practice this;
= use guide words at the top of each dictionary page to save the time; keep practicing
until you can find any word within 10 seconds;
= also practice finding words in your own language in your bilingual dictionary;
= if you use an electronic dictionary, take some time at home to learn how it works and
practice finding words quickly;

= check all the abbreviations and symbols in the special sections.

Finding the right meaning of an English word

When you look up a new English word in the dictionary, you very often find that it
has more than one meaning. Sometimes you are not sure which meaning is correct.

First, check all the meanings and try to find the meaning that makes most sense in the
context where the word is found.

Second, if you want to be sure, think what the word is in your own language. Then
look it up in a bilingual dictionary. If one of the English translations is the original word you
looked up, you found the right meaning.

Some dictionaries put the most common meaning first in the list of definitions.

Do not try to learn every new word — concentrate on the words or phrases you think you

will need to know.



Pictures of words, or word groups, can help you to remember more easily.

Finding the right spelling

Sometimes you want to check your spelling but you cannot find the word you are
looking for.

If you are sure how the first few letters are spelled, look down the page until you find
the right spelling. Of course, it is helpful to check the meaning is the one you expect.

If you are not sure how the first few letters are spelled, try some other possibilities. It
is useful to know, for example, that some words that start with an -n sound have k as their
first letter; e.g., know, knife, knight. If you cannot find the word under N, try looking in the K
pages.

If you still cannot find the word, think what it is in your language and look it up in

your bilingual dictionary.

Learn the phonetic alphabet
At the beginning of most good English dictionaries, you will find the phonetic table.
The phonetic table tells you how to pronounce the phonetic symbols given with each word.

If you learn these symbols, you will find it much easier to pronounce new words.

Learn how to use the stress marks
Most English dictionaries show where the stress of a word is by using the mark '.
This means that the following syllable is stressed:
'pho-to-graph
pho-'to-gra-pher
pho-to-'gra-phic
The best way to improve your pronunciation is with correct word stress. Making

mistakes with stress causes more misunderstandings than mispronouncing the word.

Finding the right English translation of a word in your language
Look up a word in your own language in a bilingual dictionary. You will probably
find that there is more than one English translation. If you are not sure which to use, you

could try a back translation. It means that you look up the English translations one by one in



a monolingual dictionary. If a word has a definition that matches the word in your language,

you are safe to use it.

Knowing when to use the dictionary

If you look up every new word you see or hear, you will spend your whole day with
the dictionary in your hand. You should be clever and choose the right words to check and
the right time to do it.

To become more efficient language learner, try to do the following:

e  When you find a new word while reading, finish the sentence or the paragraph; if you
have not guessed the meaning and it is still important for you, then you can look it up
in the dictionary;

e If you do not want to interrupt your reading for too long, you should find its meaning
in your own language using a bilingual dictionary;

e When you hear a new word in conversation or in class (or the teacher has written it
on the board), wait and continue listening; what your collocutor or teacher says next
may help you to understand the word. If you look in your dictionary, you will not
hear what comes next; this will make understanding the lesson more and more
difficult;

e If you think the word is very important, you could copy it from the board or write
how you think it is spelled. Then later you could ask the teacher or another

student/colleague/interlocutor what it means.

Knowing which dictionary to use

To be a good dictionary user, you should also decide which the best dictionary is for
any of the purposes listed above.

There are different types of dictionaries. Dictionaries can be classified into different
types on the basis of several criteria, varying from the nature of the lexical entry to the

prospective user of the dictionary.



4. Types of dictionaries

As we mentioned earlier, there are various types of dictionaries. There are different

criteria according to which the dictionaries can be classified.

The criteria: the nature of entries

According to the nature of entries, i.e., the degree of the inclusion of lexical and non-
lexical information in the dictionary, there are linguistic dictionaries and encyclopeadic
dictionaries.

The linguistic dictionary deals with only the lexical stock, i.e. words as speech
material. It includes linguistic characteristics of the lexical unit viz., pronunciation, definition,
etymology, grammatical category, etc.

The encyclopaedic dictionary is a combination of an encyclopaedia and a linguistic
dictionary. It includes items that are generally characteristic of an encyclopaedia in addition
to the items of a linguistic dictionary. The encyclopaedia is more concerned with the concepts
and objects of extra linguistic. Their aim is to present information, as noted earlier, on all
aspects of human knowledge. The items presented include names of plants, animals, diseases,
names of persons, places, and literary works, historical events, biographical sketches of
important personalities, etc.

Any dictionary combines the features of both linguistic and encyclopaedic dictionary.
Even the abridged and concise dictionaries present encyclopaedic information. They include
proper names and explanation of culture items although it has been contended if proper
names (realia) could be included in the purely linguistic dictionaries because it may make the
dictionary encyclopaedic; so, many dictionaries give them not in the main body of the
dictionary but in appendices.

The bigger dictionaries like The Century Dictionary, The Oxford English Dictionary,

etc., are encyclopaedic but all of them are linguistic dictionaries.

The criteria: the number of languages involved

According to the number of languages involved, dictionaries may be monolingual,
bilingual, multilingual, etc.

Monolingual dictionaries are those dictionaries in which both the word entries and
their meanings are in given in the same language. For English language, relevant

monolingual dictionaries are published by:



Oxford University Press — various forms Oxford Dictionary of English language,

Cambridge University Press — various forms of Cambridge Dictionary of English language,
Longman — various forms of Longman English dictionaries (e.g., Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English, Longman Active Study Dictionary),

Merriam-Webster English language dictionary,

Collins Cobuild English language dictionaries,

Macmillan English language dictionaries.

Bilingual dictionaries are those dictionaries which are written or conducted in two
languages, e.g., English-Serbian dictionary, or Serbian-English dictionary, English-French
dictionary, etc.

Risti¢, S., Simié, Z., & Popovié, V. (2005). Enciklopediski englesko-srpski recnik, Vol. 1-2.
Beograd: Prosveta.

Multilingual dictionaries are those dictionaries in which the word entries are
presented in several languages. Multilingual dictionaries can be arranged alphabetically or
words can be grouped by topic. When grouped by topic, it is common for a multilingual
dictionary to be illustrated.

Examples are numerous English centered multilingual dictionaries as following:

JMDict — a Japanese multilingual dictionary having Japanese entries and its translations into
English, French and German;

FEM - French-English-Malay dictionary

FET - French-English-Thai dictionary

The criteria: the formats of dictionary
Dictionaries are available in a number of formats, and often include a grammar
reference and usage examples.

= Printed dictionaries range from small pocket-sized editions to large, comprehensive

multi-volume works;
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Pictures 1 and 2. Printed dictionaries
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Longman — various forms of Longman English dictionaries (e.g., Longman

Dictionary of Contemporary English, Longman Active Study Dictionary),

AN

CollinsCobuild English language dictionaries
Merriam-Webster English language dictionary
Macmillan English Dictionary (including interactive CD-ROM and online

§ A
Collocation However, it can also be fallowed by that to introduce
Adverbs frequantly used with comparable a clause:
w broadly, direcity, roughly Adverbs deseribe verbs in the same way that adjes-
The Scottish figures are ot direcily comparable. tives describe nouns.

Adjactives fraquently used with similar
= broadly, fairly, quits, remarkably, roughly,
someawhat, strikingly

adjective:

Remarkably similar results have been obtained by
studies in the Untted Kingdom and other counsries.

Adjectives frequently used with same

w essentially, exactly, much. pracisely, quite,

in the metrapolitan authorities.

than in the same way and likewise.

The adverb similarly can also be used to modify an
A similarly compiex picture emerges from the results

Note that the adverb similarly is much more frequent

The Improve Your Writing Skills section in the

centre of the dictionary gives learners advice on
writing in 18 areas that often cause difficulties. These
pages deal with vocabulary and grammar problems,

present graphs comparing the use of a particular

raughly

Academic writing
They both contain exacrly the same tnformaton

1.3. Using the verbs resemble and correspond
Wou can use the verbs regemble and correspond
show that two or more points, ideas, or situations are
similar:

Iit is possible o suggest that ihe iwo poets resemble

simlady bl
one another.

ot s war

word or phrase by native speakers and learners, and
develop the skills they need to write effectively in
different professional and academic contexts.

Her views on copitol punishment, immigration, and
the trade unions resemble those of the rightwing
tabloid press.

The techniques used with normal subjects give esti-
mates that closely correspond o those derived from
the clinical [iterature.

The_nolition] senkness nf these sttes_carvesnonded

1.5. Using the preposition like the
conjunction as. and the expression a-
You can &lso use the preposition like, the conju
as, and the eXpression @8 + ALECTIVE / ADVERE 4
to describe similarities.

The Expand Your Vocabulary section

in the centre of the dictionary —on the
themes of movement, communication
and emotions — helps learners to choose
the right word at the right time, and to
use it correctly and idiomatically.

give an answer and in answer to: T give you a
definire answer iwmaorrow. + He said nothing in ansiwer
10 her question, but continued staring out of the windoe,

1.1 To answer somaone

reply to answer someone: [ know.” he replied. » They
g0t up out beore I hod a chanee m reply.
+ When asked where she was going, she replied that it
was none of their business. + I asked him how he was,
and he replied with o shrug

respond to answer something that someone says, espe-
cially when they have challenged or eriticized you:
‘I'm_telling you it's not true,” Martinez responded.
+ Is there anything you would like to do today?” he
asked. but she didn’t respond. + How do you respond
to the suggestion that this is all the government’s fault?
make a response or give a response [ called our
to him, but he made no response. + Being an astute
polisician, she gave o careful response thai completely
Jaiied to ansiver the question.

Note: ‘and respond mean more or less the same
ssansi??‘hmmammnmtmﬂmﬂmm
‘mainly in written English.

retort to answer someone immediataly in an angry or
humorous way: ‘Mind your own business!” she retorted.
+ Democrats retorted that the plan leaves millions o
poor Americans out in the cold.

2.1 To argue with someone

quarrel 1o a I hate quarrelling wich
you. + They're always quarrelling over money.

have a quarrel We had the wsual family quarrel
about who should do the washing up. + Hed had
another quarrel with Jamie.

fight to disagree in an angry way about something:
What are you tioo_fighting about now? + I don't wens
io fight over such a trivial matter.

have a fight Al teenagers have fights with their
parents.

row to have & short noisy argument: My parents mever
row. + We rowed consianily about everything. + He hos
rowed with everyone in the group.

have a row They had a row and he walked out.
+ Our parents were always having rows about money.
Mote: Row is used mainly in British English.

bicker or squabble w argue with someone about
things that are not important: The children bickered
conssantly with each other. + They have been bickering
for months over the leadership. + A group o boys were
squabbling over the ball. + The other parties are
squabbling amangst themselves.

fall out to stop being friendly with someone hecause

Picture 3. Examples from Macmillan English Dictionary

Macmillan Dictionaries will no longer appear as physical books. The final copies are
rolling off the presses at this very moment, and from next year, Macmillan Dictionary will
be available only online.

Since its launch in 2009, Macmillan Dictionary Online has seen explosive growth and will
now fully replace the print version in a transition that, according to Editor-in-Chief Michael
Rundell, can only be a positive one.

Oxford University Press, the biggest academic publisher in the world, announced in 2009
that the next complete edition of the OED - the third, known as OED3 - would not be
published in book form, but only online.

'"The print dictionary market is just disappearing - it is falling away by tens of per cent a
year,' said Nigel Portwood, the chief executive of Oxford University Press, who was in
charge of the 80 lexicographers who had been working on OED3 for 21 years.
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= Electronic dictionaries, also handheld electronic dictionaries or pocket electronic
dictionaries (PEDs) are small devices that receive input via a miniature keyboard,
speech recognition or a scanning device that reads printed text, and outputs the

translation on a small LCD screen or speaks the translation audibly;

OXFORD
Dictionary
of English

e

4 with Sound

Pictures 4 and 5. Electronic dictionaries

= Online dictionaries are dictionaries that are accessible via the Internet through a web
browser. They can be made available in a number of ways: free, free with a paid
subscription for extended or more professional content, or a paid-only service. Some
online dictionaries are organized as lists of words, similar to a glossary, while others
offer search features, reverse lookups, and additional language tools and content such
as verb conjugations, grammar references, and discussion forums;

The following is a concise list of online English dictionaries whose definitions are based

upon well-established content.

Monolingual dictionaries

¢ Collins English Dictionary Online, Collins Unabridged English Dictionary, Collins
Unabridged Thesaurus, Collins Webster's American English Dictionary, available at
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english

e Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, available at http:/www.merriam-

webster.com/

12



e Oxford Dictionaries Online, Oxford Dictionary of English; New Oxford American
Dictionary; Oxford Thesaurus of English; Oxford American Writer's Thesaurus,

available at http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/

Advanced learner dictionaries
e Cambridge Dictionaries Online, Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary,

available at http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/

e Longman Dictionaries Online, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,

available at http://www.ldoceonline.com/

e Macmillan Dictionary Online, also containing thesaurus, blog, e-resources,

available at http://www.macmillandictionaries.com/dictionary-online/

e Oxford Dictionaries Online, Oxford Learner's Dictionary, available at

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/ and http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/

” Blog Buzz\Word Open Dictionary Games Resources APl More

MACMILLAN

ICTIONARY

Search

Blog BuzzWord Open Dictionary
Language and words in the news stuffocation curvet gegenpressing
Language tip of the week: having a a feeling of stress caused by having so many kombucha ambergris
conversation things that you do not know how to use or store nerfing premonish
Open Dictionary Word of the Month: foodfie them all read more plango fabulicious
Your new favourite slang BuzzWord archive sublunary zaibatsu

Macmillan Dictionary highlights of 2015
Add aword About Archive

Read latest post

Picture 6. An online monolingual dictionary — Macmillan dictionary online

Bilingual dictionaries

Logos Bilingual Dictionaries, English-German, English-Spanish, English-French,
English-Italian, English-Portuguese, and other combinations between these languages,

available at http://www.logos.it/index_bilingual.php

Cambridge Dictionaries Online, English-Polish, English-Russian, English-German,

English-French, etc., available at http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/
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(,ambrldge _ @ English (UK) ~

Search English Englishv  English-Russian  English-Polish  English-German m

YOGATab 3 8

Kuplte sada >

Welcome to Cambridge Dictionaries Online! I

We have corpus-informed dictionaries for English language learners at all levels. They're ideal for
anyone preparing for Cambridge English exams and [ELTS.

Key

Issues in
English English-Russian Language
Teaching
English-Polish English-German
Essential British English Learner’s Dictionary
English-French English-ltalian

Picture 7. Home page of Cambridge Dictionaries Online

Multilingual dictionaries

dict.cc is a free, multilingual online dictionary, available at http://www.dict.cc/

Ultralingua, is a single-click and drag-and-drop multilingual translation dictionary,
thesaurus, and language reference utility; the full suite of Ultralingua language
tools is available free online without the need for download and installation,

available at http://www.ultralingua.com/

WordNet, a lexical database for English, available at http://wordnet.princeton.edu/

Ultralingua

Products Company Support Online Dictionary
108 Dictionary About Us FAQ solitudel
Android Dictionary Blog Contact Us
Mac Dictionary Developer APls From | English ~ | To [ Portuguese [v | Swap
Windows Dictionary
Psychobabble Game Dictionary Caonjugations Numbers Favorites References
= ,
7 solitude n. ['sa:l turd]
soliddo n. f.
=d Legal
Phrases

7 in solitude exp.

solitariamente adu.

Picture 8. Home page of Ultralingua online dictionary
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Most of online dictionaries are also available as mobile phone applications, for
Android platform, iPhone, iPad, etc. Some of them are free, some of them are paid
applications. Some of them are:

e.g., DictionaryMerriam-Webster (free application)

Oxford Dictionary of English (free application)

The Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary (paid application)

Dictionary — M-W Premium (paid application)

Visual dictionaries are printed dictionaries that primarily use pictures to illustrate the
meaning of the words; they are often organized by theme, instead of being an
alphabetical list of words. For each theme, an image is labelled with the correct word
to identify each component of the item in question. Visual dictionaries can be
monolingual and multilingual (rather than bilingual—instead of containing
translations between two languages they often cover four or more languages).

Printed dictionaries:

 Oxford Picture Dictionary (ISBN-13: 978-0194369763, ISBN-10: 0194369765),
both monolingual (Monolingual English edition) and bilingual editions (English-
Spanish, English-Japanese, English-French, English-Russian, English-Brazilian
Portuguese, English-Farsi, etc.)

» Cambridge picture dictionary (authors: David Vale, Stephen Mullaney)

* Merriam-Webster Visual Dictionary (author, editor Jean Claude Corbeil)

Online picture dictionaries:

e Merriam-Webster Visual Dictionary Online, available at http://visual.merriam-

webster.com/about-visual overview.php

VISUAL DIGTIONARYJONLINE gy

o
------ 5

Deflnitlon Of
Find Words, Defintions, Speings & More Free. Get Reference App!

st [(semen ] wwsisd by b ikonet.com

Welcome to the Visual Dictionary
Online, the dictionary with a new ==

point of view. |__:ff\ et
=S
A _I ::I ._-_. ||':ﬂlex s all It takes ¢ . 5

themes 1o acces

=Y

Picture 9. Home page of Merriam-Webster Visual Dictionary Online

15



e Oxford Learners’ Dictionary Online, available at

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlist/english/pictures/

The criteria: the prospective user

All these types of dictionary can furthermore be divided into general or specialized
dictionaries.

The general dictionaries deal with the more general side of one or several languages.
A specialized dictionary, on the other hand, focuses on a more narrow and specialized part
of a language, for example the words used in engineering, agriculture, medicine, aviation,
experimental psychology, business, law, etc. The specialized dictionary is thus typically a
subject-specific technical dictionary, but other types exist too, e.g. dictionaries of false
friends, pictorial dictionaries, collocation dictionaries, idiom dictionaries, etc. They can be
monolingual, bilingual or multilingual, printed or online.

Some examples of the specialized dictionaries:
Bawker, John (Ed.). (1997). The Oxford Dictionary of World Regions. Oxford University
Press. ISBN 0-19-213965-7
Onion, C. T. (Ed.) The Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology. Oxford University Press.
ISBN-13: 978-0198611127, ISBN-10: 0198611129
Gorse, Christopher, Johnson, David, and Martin Pritchard (2012). A4 Dictionary of
Construction, Surveying and Civil Engineering. Oxford University Press. Print ISBN-13:
9780199534463, Current Online Version: 2013 eISBN 9780191757624,
DOI: 10.1093/acref/9780199534463.001.0001
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5. Dictionaries in the field of agriculture

The dictionaries in the field of agriculture belong to the specialized dictionaries. They

focus on the words used in agriculture and related fields. They can be printed or online, and

monolingual, bilingual, and multilingual.

Printed dictionaries:

Monolingual (some examples):

Lapedes, Daniel, N. (Ed.) (1977). McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Food, Agriculture
and Nutrition. New York: McGraw-Hill. ISBN-10: 0070452636, ISBN-13: 978-
0070452633;

Wilburne, John, N. (Ed.) (1962). 4 Dictionary of Agriculture and Allied Terminology.
Michigan State University Press. Available in digitalized form at
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=c00.31924000003206;view=1up;seq=15

Bilingual and multilingual:

De Vries, Louis. (1978). German-English science dictionary for students of chemistry,
physics, biology, agriculture and related sciences. Ed. 4. New York: McGraw Hill,
638p.

Kolcar, V. (2002). Englesko-srpski i srpsko-engleski poljoprivredni recnik, Beograd:
Institut za kukuruz ,,Zemun Polje*.

Velickov, Lj. (2001). Poljoprivredni recnik: englesko-srpski, srpsko-engleski.
Beograd: Grmec-Privredni pregled, str. 466.

Tosheva, T. (Tania) (2000). Elsevier’s dictionary of agriculture in English, German,
French, Russian and Latin. Elsevier Science B. V., 777p. ISBN 9780444500052.

Online dictionaries:

Agrovoc. Multilingual agricultural thesaurus. The FAO's Agricultural Thesaurus, in
English, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, Chinese. (multilingual) - available at

http://aims.fao.org/vest-registry/vocabularies/agrovoc-multilingual-agricultural-

thesaurus, http://aims.fao.org/standards/agrovoc/functionalities/search;

AGROVOC is a controlled vocabulary covering all areas of interest of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, including food,
nutrition, agriculture, fisheries, forestry, environment etc. It is published by FAO and

edited by a community of experts. AGROVOC consists of over 32,000 concepts

17



available in 23 languages: Arabic, Chinese, Czech, English, French, German, Hindj,
Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Lao, Malay, Persian, Polish, Portuguese,
Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Telugu, Thai, Turkish and Ukrainian.

You can use AGROVOC to look up the common name of a plant in a
language that you do not master, or to find relations between a commodity and the
crop from which it is produced. You can also use AGROVOC as a hub to access
many other vocabularies available on the web. To date, AGROVOC is used by
researchers, librarians and information managers for indexing, retrieving and

organizing data in agricultural information systems and Web pages.

English Francais Espafiol e
or log inwith.

CANAVALE =4

W2 QU < 2 -

= <] INFORMATION SEARCH CONNECT SIGN UP LOGIN

S\ \”J_\_. MANAGEMENT

?;)A‘.& STANDARDS

ABOUT ACTIVITY COMMUNITY CAPACITYDEVELOPMENT VESTDIRECTORY CONTACTUS

Home » VEST Directory

AGROVOC Multilingual agricultural thesaurus

ABOUT | SEARCH | ACCESS | COMMUNITY | USES | LINKEDDATA | PUBLICATIONS | FAQ | CONTACTUS

ATy Latest AGROVOC release : March 2015

) Register and subscribe to

AGROVQOC is a controlled vocabulary covering all areas of interest of the Food and (@ receive e-mail updates

Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, including food, nutrition, agriculture,

fisheries, forestry, environment etc. It is published by FAO and edited by a community of

experts. TYPE
thesaurus

AGROVOC consists of over 32,000 concepts available in 23 languages: Arabic, Chinese, Czech,

English, French, German, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese. Korean, Lao, Malay, Persian,

Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Telugu, Thai, Turkish and Ukrainian.

CONTACT EMAIL

agrovoc@fao.org

Picture 10. Agrovoc Multilingual agricultural thesaurus

USDA, the National Agricultural Library Thesaurus and Glossary — online vocabulary
tools of agricultural terms in English and Spanish, available at

http://agclass.nal.usda.gov/agt.shtml, http://agclass.nal.usda.gov/glossary.shtml

(monolingual and bilingual dictionary).

They are produced by the National Agricultural Library, USDA, and the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture as well as other Latin American
agricultural institutions belonging to the Agriculture Information and Documentation
Service of the Americas (SIDALC). It offers in depth coverage of agriculture, biology
and related disciplines containing over 120,610 terms including 57,539 cross-
references. It can be downloaded in XML, RDF-SKOS, PDF, MARC and DOC
formats. It is accessible 24 hour 7 days per week since 2002 and browsable by 17
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subject categories (in alphabetic order), e.g., Animal science and animal products,
Biological sciences, Breeding and genetic improvement, Economics, business and
industry, Farms and farming systems, Food and human nutrition, Forest science and
forest products, Geographical locations, Government, law and regulations, Health and
pathology, Insects and entomology, Natural resources, Earth and environment,

Physical and chemical sciences, Plant science and plant products, Research,
technology and engineering, Rural and agricultural sociology, and Taxonomic

classification of organisms.

Both glossary files and thesaurus files can be downloaded. Also, a list of new

descriptors is added in 2016 Edition.

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
==l National Agricultural Library

ORISR

Home !

-
BisAmesn AR MAD

. oy =
) s GlOSS =
psario . = =

Download Files |

En Espariol

About Thesaurus and Glossary | Help | ContactUs |

| Thesaurus

P Browse A-Z
| Select a search method:
: Terms which contain this character string

Number of terms to display:

200 w

Back to Top
Last Medified: Jun 04, 2015

FOIA | Accessibility Statement | Privacy Bolicy | Mon-Discrimination Statemen

Several glossaries are available online:

“ou are here: Home / S=arch Thesaurus
» Search Thesaurus Thesaurus: Search
P Browse A-Z
* Browse by Subject " I'Want To...
Category “SEarc:h term or text to match: l S G
Glossary = Download Thesaurus File
Select English or Spanish: _ Search the NAL Catalog
> Search Qlossany English | inglés (AGRICOLA)

NAL | IICA | USDA | Agricultural Research Service | Sl:leru:e gov. 1 GPO Al:l:ess | Web Policies and Important Links | Site Map
t | Information Quality | USA.gew | White House

Picture 11. Home page of USDA National Agricultural Library Thesaurus and Glossary

Agricultures network, Glossary for the whole series, available at

http://www.agriculturesnetwork.org/resources/learning/dictionary

Glossary of beekeeping terms, monolingual glossaries for different languages, e.g.,

English, Spanish, German, Russian, available at

http://www.bushfarms.com/beesterms.htm
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6. Dictionaries — entries

How to find the words in the printed dictionary?

It is important to know the alphabet well. You will need to be able to judge quickly
whether any word comes before or after another one, this is called alphabetical order. If the
first letters of two words are the same, look at the next letters to decide the correct order. This
principle works for monolingual, bilingual and multilingual dictionaries.

Example: clod, cold, crop — in the case of these three words clod comes
first. The first letter is the same for all three words, so the correct
alphabetical order is based on the second letter.

Words are printed in large bold type at the upper top left-hand and right-hand corner
of any page to help you quickly find a word in the Dictionary. The first of these two words
show you which is the first word on that page, the second shows you the last word to be
found on that page.

Example: You are looking for the word 'silage’. You can find it on the page

which has two words ...
Once you have found the word you are looking for you need to understand a few common
conventions to make best use of your dictionary. Here is an example entry in a monolingual
dictionary:

soil /s2Il/ n. the upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or

dark brown material typically consisting of a mixture of organic remains,
clay, and rock particles: blueberries need very acid soil. — soily adv.

1. soil - the word which is defined;

2. /s21l/ - phonological transcription of the word (the correct pronunciation), usually using the

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet),

IPA - the most widely used system for representing the sounds of any language.
A reproduction of the latest version of the International Phonetic Alphabet
(2005) is available at the website of the International Phonetic Association,
available at https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/redirected home.
Abbreviation: /PA.

The transcription of two and more syllable words are featured by stress marks like in

1 :
Pl‘lIllﬂl'j." stress

Secondary stress
founa'tifan
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in thi i iations used in
3. n. - the part of speech, in this case n.' means noun (look for a list of abbreviation

your Dictionary usually included on one of the first few pages);

4. the upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or dark brown material typically

consisting of a mixture of organic remains, clay, and rock particles;

This is the definition of the word. Different meanings of a word will be separated by

numbers.

5. blueberries need very acid soil - an example sentence using the defined word;

6. soily — word which can be derived (and it is an adverb).

agribusiness

14

standstill agreement IC] FINANCE In an unwanted
takeover, an agreement between a company and the
HWDBER (=someone trying to take control of it} in which
the bidder agrees not to buy any more shares in the
company for a particular period of time in return for
more power on the board ete; Dataproducts Ine, alleges
that the hostile affer by DPC Acquisition Partners brecis
a standstiil agroement bettoeen the too CONCErnS,
| Y restraint agr IC) AmE an

agresment between countries to limit imports or
EXPOTEs to A fixed number that is not set down in any
laws or regulations: Auto manufacturers claim the vol-
HAtary restraint agreement has hurt US EXPOITS,

2 [C] an official document that people sign to show that

they have agreed to something: Please read the gy

rmertt and stgn if.

ag-ri-busi-ness g bt o U] farming using
modern hods and i L i 1 as a busi-

ness: The infd of agr i s felt thr i the

Third World,

agricultural bank —see under nang!

g soe under CoorkERa.
TIVE

agricultural show —see under suow

agricultural unit of account abbreviation AUA
plural units of [C] ECONOMICE o
special form of the Bcu used in the European Union to
caleulate minimum prices promised to farmers by gov-
ernments

ag-ri-cul-ture Slwqrr kaltfoll-ors pr [U] the practice or
sclence of farming: Agriculture accounts for over 25% o
net domestic production, —agricultural adf: sales of
agricultural machinery
extensive agriculture farming of large arvas, usu-
ally with low production for each unit of land farmed:
Replace unorganized extensive agriculture, wehich often
involves the destruction of natural wealth, with one
eefoteh will Jxmm';mmtsiue{n' fntensite,
intensive agriculture farming of smaller areas,
ustally with higher production for ench unit of land
farmued

agro-industry » (U] agriculture and food production
seen as an industry: The region fmswrr:me.‘pmenn‘a.‘ﬁnr
trvestment in mining, tourism, and agro-indusiry

graz-/ n (U] the study, prac-

3 mal and crop production in
ng: the single-crop agronomy of the Maya

a-head /a'hed/ adv if the value of something is ahead
of a previous level, it has increased: The shares were
ahead more than 1% at one stage, and closed 85 up ar
Sddp,

Al abbreviation for ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

AICPA abbreviation for amgmicas INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED
FUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

aid /eid/ 1 [U) help, such as food, medicines, or money,
ziven by a government or private organization to help
people who are suffering from war, hunger ote: UN work-
ers harve been trving to move Sood aid to an estimated 2
millfon starving people, | Aid is Deing flawn out by several
of the major aid agencies. + o the crisis over alfd fo
.S'c‘a.rrmh'a

ald fi ial help given by richor

countries to poorer ones o help their industrial and
ic devel D All the development aid thar

has gone to many thivdworld countries comes back

through interest payments on the debt and underpeay-

e for conmoditis.

1 aid also aid Bris aid, usually in the

form of money, given by one country to another: The  al enable right —sce under micir
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econamy has very little industr; leading to o reliance an
Soreign aid,
legal aid financial help given by a government Organ-
ization to people involved in legal cases who cannot
afford to pay for a lawyer themselves: Clients uo el
Uy for legal atd can choose betioven a salavied govern.
ment lauver or a kewyer in private practice,
overseas aid /irf another name for rope 0
regional aid money given by a governm the Eu
et to partieular areas to help their economic develop.
ment: There was considerable regional aid o Scotlarnd,
which partly reversed the COunry’s relative ecornomic
decline,
aid ageney —sce undor acrncy
ai-ling /il adj in financial difficulty: This may be the
st crve for Chine s ail ing industries, | Many economists
think the ecoromy is stifl ailing.
AIM ;i Jenns Alternative Investment Market; a stock
market in Britain for new, small companies, part of the
London Stock Exchange

air-bill /e bl 'er-/ 1 O] a document that goes with a
pack; ent by COURIER (=a fast delivery servie ), giving
details of its contents, value, the name of the: person it is
addressed to ote

air broker —see under nrowen!

air cargo —see under canco

alr-eraft / cokra:it| erkrefts n plural aireraft (] a plane
or other vehicle that can fly: South Korea's aireralt
industry is still in ity infency

commuter aircraft an aireraft used mainly by
business peaple for travelling short distances: LS4
Wil steiteh from jets to straller commuter aireray?.
aircraft lease sco under Lpase
airline /calum|'er-s n IC] an organizati
transport by plane for 5 and good
the shareholder-owned stete airline of Switzeriand |
Intair is considering aperating as a charter airline. |
Delta had to restructure jts business in the 19605, as e
Srills airlines began to cut into its Profits,
air-mail also air mail /'camerl ‘er/ 71 (U] letters that are
sent by plane, or the system of doing this: an express
airmail service | All letters are sent by airmail.
air-port /'eapatt|‘erpazrt/ m [C] a place whers planes fly
1o and from, t has buildings for Passengers to wait in
i he site for the new airport has vet to be

n offering

hub airport an alrport with a lot of 1) s where

people can easily change planes to travel on to another
port

nternational airport an airport designed for air

travel to and from other countries, with space for the
largest aivcraft: Heathrow, the world's busiest fnter-
national airport

regional airport an airport that serves a particular
area but that has few international Nights

air rage —see under nace

airtime sce under Tive

air-wor-thy /o wadil'er wardi/ adi a plane that is
airworthy is safe enough to fly: Substantial ineestrment is
required to malntain atreraft in an airworthy condition,

aleatory contract . sce under CONTRACT!

ALGOL /wigol|-gail/ n Ul compPutieg  Algorithmic
Oriented T © A comp | g used mainly
for solving mathematical and selentific problems

a-ll-en /'cilian/ 1 [C] someone who lives and works in a
foreign country: measures 1o prevent illegal alivns
entering e country

Picture 12. Entries in monolingual Longman Business English Dictionary




Here is an example entry in a bilingual dictionary (English-Serbian):

bee /bi:/ (se.) s. 1. pcela (phrs.) busy as a bee vredan kao pcela;

to swarm like bees nagrnuti u rojevima; to have bee in one’s

bonnet imati bubu u glavi; ... 2. moba; sewing-bee poselo za

Sivenje; spelling bee igra u kojoj treba pogoditi pravopis

pojedinih reci.

(taken from Risti¢, S., Simi¢, Z., & Popovi¢, V., 2005, Volume 1, p. 104)

1. bee - the word which is defined;
2. /bi:/ - phonological transcription of the word (the correct pronunciation);
3. (se.) — abbreviation of the Serbian word staroengleski (Old Englsih), indicating the origin
of the word;
4. s. — abbreviation of substantive (imenica in Serbian) indicating the part of the speech (here
it is noun);
5. pcela, moba — meaning and translation in Serbian;
6. phrs. - abbreviation of phrase (izreka, fraza in Serbian);
7. busy as a bee, to swarm like bees, to have bee in one’s bonnet, sewing-bee, spelling bee —
examples of using defined word;

8. vredan kao pcela, nagrnuti u rojevima, imati bubu u glavi, poselo za Sivenje, igra u kojoj

treba pogoditi pravopis pojedinih re¢i — meaning of the examples of using defined word.

determinacija 294 dipeptidars

erminacija v. odredivanje | diferencijal differential: differential
(kL) (ABramiy e
o eemljiste virg

e (trule

ton
na (Fumaria officinalis)
Ttory

ravooteia dynamic equilib

apulacije population
wlual and
anather)

diclekiri¢na konstanty diclectnic con

ot
dictilamin dicithylamine dipeptidurn dipeptidase

Picture 13. Entries from bilingual dictionary (Velickov, 2001, p. 294)
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How to use an online dictionary?

When you go to the dictionary home page, you will notice a box for searching the words.

Step 1. Just type your word into the search box and click OK or SEARCH.

Step 2. The definition will appear in the window.

Step 3. If you want to hear how the word is pronounced, click the speaker button (both

British English and American English pronunciation).

Merriam- E i .

@OEOE

agriculture -

noun ag-ri-cul-ture \'a-gri- kal-char\ Zeugma ALl

. the use of a word in more than
Simple Definition of AGRICULTURE TopuiErtys Tep S ot werds one sense

: the science or occupation of farming Get Word of the Day d 1
et ord of the Day daily email!

Your email address SUBSCRIBE

C€ 150

Full Definition of AGRICULTURE

: the science, art, or practice of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and raising livestock and LOCHAMP
in varying degrees the preparation and marketing of the resulting products -

—ag-ri-cul-tur-ist « \,a-gri-'kel—ch(e-)rist\Urag-ri-cul-tur-al-ist < \-ch(a-Jra-list\ noun

Picture 14. Illustration of searching a word in Merriam-Webster Dictionary Online
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7. GLOSSARY

Abbreviation — shortened form of a word or phrase; e.g., “FAQO is the abbreviation of Food
and Agriculture Organization”,;

Alphabetical order - an arrangement of a series of items in an order corresponding to that of
the alphabet;

Antonym - a word that means the opposite of another word (e.g., bad and good);

Bilingual dictionary - is a dictionary used to translate words or phrases from one language to
another;

Derivation - the origin of something, such as a word, from which another form has
developed, or the new form itself;

Dictionary - a book or electronic resource that lists the words of a language (typically in
alphabetical order) and gives their meaning, or gives the equivalent words in a different
language, often also providing information about pronunciation, origin, and usage;

Electronic dictionary - a machine-readable version of a standard dictionary; organized
alphabetically; also known as handheld electronic dictionaries and pocket electronic
dictionaries or PEDs;

Entry - a word (as the noun book), word element (as the affix pro-), abbreviation (as agt),
verbalized symbol (as Na), or term (as man in the street) entered alphabetically in a
dictionary for the purpose of definition or identification or expressly included as an inflected
form (as the noun mice) or as a derived form (as the noun godlessness) or related phrase (as
one for the book) run on at its base word and usually set in a type (as boldface) readily
distinguishable from that of the lightface running text which defines, explains, or identifies
the entry;

IPA — abbreviation of the term International Phonetic Alphabet - An internationally
recognized set of phonetic symbols developed in the late 19th century, based on the principle
of strict one-to-one correspondence between sounds and symbols;

Monolingual dictionary — is a dictionary which uses the same language for the words and
their definitions;

Multilingual dictionary — is a dictionary in which words and phrases are presented with the
translation in several languages; they can be arranged alphabetically or words can be grouped

by topic (when grouped by topic, it is usual for multilingual dictionary to be illustrated);
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Online dictionary - a reference source in electronic form or published as a digital product
such as web site or application, containing words usually alphabetically arranged along with
information about their forms; it may be monolingual, bilingual, or multilingual;
Orthography — the accepted way of spelling and writing words;

Part of speech - one of the main grammatical groups that a particular word belongs to
according to the way it is used in a sentence (e.g., noun, pronoun, adjective, determiner,
adverb, verb, preposition, conjunction, interjection);

Phonetic alphabet - a set of symbols (as the [PA) used for phonetic transcription;

Picture dictionary - a dictionary where the definition of a word is displayed in the form of a
drawing or photograph; often organized by topic instead of being an alphabetic list of words,
and almost always include only a small corpus of words;

Prefix — a letter or group of letters added to the beginning of a word to make a new word
(e.g., in the word ‘unimportant’, ‘un-"1is a prefix);

Register - a variety of a language or a level of usage, as determined by degree of formality
and choice of vocabulary, pronunciation, and syntax, according to the communicative
purpose, social context, and standing of the user;

Specialized dictionary - a dictionary that covers a relatively restricted set of phenomena
(e.g., dictionary of idioms, dictionary of slang, dictionary of synonyms, dictionary of
agriculture, dictionary of law, etc.);

Spelling - the correct way of writing a word;

Stress - emphasis given to a particular syllable or word in speech, typically through a
combination of relatively greater loudness, higher pitch, and longer duration;

Suffix - a letter or group of letters added at the end of a word to make a new word (e.g., the
suffix “ness’is added to ‘great’ and ‘happy’ to make ‘greatness’ and ‘happiness’);
Synonym - a word or phrase that has the same or nearly the same meaning as another word
or phrase in the same language (e.g., small and little);

Visual dictionary - a dictionary that primarily uses pictures to illustrate the meaning of

words and is often organized by themes, instead of being an alphabetical list of words.
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